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The White House 
An American Treasure 


The White House is unique. It is the only resi- 
dence of a Chief of State open to the public on a regu- 
lar basis. It is also the most visited home in the 
world, representing America’s artistic and spiritual 
heritage to approximately one-and-a-half million 
families, schoolchildren and tourists from around 
the world each year. 


The White House annually entertains more than 
50,000 illustrious guests including virtually every 
world leader and luminaries in such fields as enter- 
tainment, sports and fine arts. The collection of 
White House paintings, antiques and decorative ob- 
jects is an exciting and inspiring treasure to the peo- 
ple of our nation and the world. The White House 
should display the finest in America’s wide range of 
scenic, historic and decorative wealth. 


The Board of Trustees of the White House Preser- 
vation Fund, with the full backing of Congress, is 
committed to the goal of the preservation and en- 
hancement of the historic and museum character of 
the White House and the cultural and historic tradi- 
tion which our White House represents to all of our 
people. 


The Past 


Until the 1950’s, the White House public areas changed frequent- 
ly to reflect different styles and tastes in decoration. 

In 1961, the White House was declared a national historic monu- 
ment. Since that time, our First Ladies have devoted considerable 
time and care to recreating the historical American character of the 
White House public areas. 

Public Law 87-286, of September 22, 1961, provides that articles 
of furniture, fixtures and decorative objects of the White House be 
considered inalienable and the property of the White House. Addi- 
tionally, the law requires that any such articles, fixtures or objects, 
when not in use or on display in the White House, be transferred by 
the direction of the President as a loan to the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion for its care, study, and storage or exhibition, and that such ar- 
ticles, fixtures and objects be returned to the White House from the 
Smithsonian Institution on notice of the President. The integrity of 
the White House Collection is thus assured for all time. 

A 1964 executive order provided for a permanent Curator and es- 
tablished the Committee for the Preservation of the White House. 
This Committee’s responsibilities include making recommendations 
based on historic and artistic appropriateness for the decor and ar- 
ticles to be displayed in the public rooms. 


The Present 


The results of these efforts are impressive. Each room has its spe- 
cial treasures all surrounded by fabrics, woodwork, chandeliers and 
decorative objects that complement each other and the selected his- 
torical period. The appeal is universal and often thrilling. Beyond 
the overall beauty of these public areas, there is the excitement of 
seeing rare objects, such as the Red Room’s dolphin footed Amer- 
ican Empire style sofa. There is the awe of being surrounded by 
America’s history — the portraits of great Americans, the furniture 
and articles used by former presidents, the paintings that bring to 
life other times and places in our country’s development. 
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Conservation 
In The 
Blue Room 


The Problem and the Opportunity 


The greatest problem facing the collection of the White House is 
the need for funds on a continuing and consistent basis for conserva- 
tion and acquisition. Over the years, periodic fund drives and contri- 
butions from private citizens and organizations have filled many of 
these needs, but this is a makeshift and problematic approach. The 
White House should not have to depend on serendipity to maintain 
the needs of the first Home. 

In order to assure a more beautiful and more permanent White 
House, the Board of Trustees of the Fund has embarked enthusi- 
astically on a private effort and initiative to provide permanent 
funds for conservation and acquisition. 


Conservation 


The constant flow of visitors and guests makes the White House a 
wonderfully lively center of activity. Unfortunately, it also inten- 
sifies the perpetual need for maintenance. In the Diplomatic Recep- 
tion Room, for example, fabrics and upholstery must be replaced 
twice a year. It is understandable that visitors often cannot resist 
touching the satin and water-marked silk wall fabrics, but the re- 
sults are disastrous, as is the fading caused by sunlight. Thus, sec- 
tions of many walls must be repaired frequently before the entire 
rooms are redone. 

Articles, such as antique clocks, gilt frames and furniture require 
the attention of highly trained specialists. The need for continuing 
care extends to virtually every corner of the public areas of the col- 
lection. 

The Chief Usher and the Curator who are responsible for co- 
ordinating all this costly but essential conservation work face a for- 
midable task. The Fund aims to ease their burden by providing re- 
sources which will make such work possible on a continuing basis — 
‘before the effects of age become sorely evident. 


White House Treasures 


Mixing table labeled underneath the top by Charles-Honore Lan- Chandelier, English, c. 1790. Cut glass and gilt bronze; height 72, 
nuier (1779-1819), New York City, 1810-1815. Mahogany and diameter 46 inches. This superb chandelier illuminates the En- 
green Pennsylvania marble; height 28%, width 23%, depth 16% trance Hall. Like many fine English chandeliers, it was found in 
inches. India. 


Acquisitions 

To establish a permanent White House collection, acquisition funds are crit- 
ical. 

Masterpieces of American decorative arts are rare and the competition 
among collectors and institutions is intense. When objects appear at auction or 
on the open market, it is necessary to act quickly. Since it is virtually impos- 
sible to predict in advance when or how much they will cost, dedicated funds 
must be available and there is rarely time to solicit adequate contributions. 

Consequently, unless the White House has funds available on a consistent 
basis, many highly desirable articles will continue to be lost to better-financed 
collections. Only recently, one of John Trumbull’s works, a fine painting which 
would have contributed greatly in quality and historic importance to the White 
House, was lost to another buyer. We will assure that opportunities will not be 
lost in the future. 

By establishing a financial reservoir, the White House Preservation Fund 


Pl, XVI. Bracket clock made by Thomas Pearsall and Effing- | Young Mother and Two Children, by Mary Cassatt (1844-1926), 1908. Signed 

ham Embree, New York City, 1785-1795. Mahogany and brass, _ at. lower right, Mary Cassatt. Oil on canvas, 36% by 2814 inches. Certainly 

with a silver dial; height 21, width 11%, depth 8 inches. This America’s greatest woman painter and one of the nineteenth century’s most 

rare American example of an English form is used in the sitting _ original graphic artists, Mary Cassatt cast the Eigural com sitions of the old 
rushworl 


room. 


masters she admired in the new bright tones an of impressionism. 


will help to build a much-needed consistency in the restoration, conservation 
and acquisition process for the White House. 


The Hope For The Future 


By building an endowment for conservation, restoration, and acquisition, the 
White House Preservation Fund solves an important problem. It will create a 
source of funds to assure a permanent collection of works representing the high- 
est achievements of American artists and craftsmen. The White House not only 
belongs to us; it also represents us. As our symbol and treasure, it deserves your 
support. The Board of Trustees of the White House Preservation Fund is com- 
mitted to attaining its goal which will provide in perpetuity American fine arts of 
the highest quality for America’s first Home. 


How You Can Help Preserve and Enhance The 
Cultural Heritage of Our Historic White House 


Because the White House Preservation Fund is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization, all gifts are fully tax-deductible. There are several ways you can 
support the Fund’s efforts. 


Monetary Gifts 

Because most of the Fund’s conservation, restoration and acquisition activ- 
ities require cash expenditures, monetary donations are most desirable. 
Checks should be made payable to ‘“‘The White House Preservation Fund” and 
mailed to the Fund’s office. 


Securities 

Gifts of securities are most welcome and may provide certain tax advan- 
tages. A donor planning to make a gift of securities to the White House Preser- 
vation Fund need simply notify his/her stockbroker to transfer the securities. 
It is suggested that all securities be sent by registered mail to the Fund’s of- 
fice. 


Bequests 

A number of public-spirited Americans are making the White House a bene- 
ficiary of their estates. The Fund encourages such gifts and advises those who 
wish to remember the White House in their wills to consult their attorneys. If 
further information and sample forms are desired, please contact the White 
House Preservation Fund’s office. 


Gifts of Tangible Assets 

Gifts of tangible assets are encouraged and accepted. In most cases, the 
Fund will seek to sell the property and retain the cash from the sale. 

Those who wish to donate fine American furniture, paintings and decorative 
objects for possible display in the White House should contact the Office of the 
Curator, The White House, Washington, D.C. 20500. 


Permanent Recognition of Your Support 

All individuals or organizations supporting the White House Preservation 
Fund will receive permanent recognition of each gift. The Fund believes every 
donor is making an important contribution to our national heritage and de- 
serves such recognition. 


Renovation and Restoration 

The Curator and Chief Usher initiate requests for restoration and renovation 
work for the White House and its collection. As these requests are approved by 
the Committee and the Board, work is assigned and specific amounts are made 
available from the annual budget. 


The Map Room 


What Happens to Contributions 

The money collected by the White House Preservation Fund is deposited in a 
permanent endowment trust administered by the Finance Committee of the 
Board of Trustees. Except for small amounts which will be used to cover the 
Fund’s administrative costs, the income is committed totally to restoration 
and acquisition. 


Acquisition Policy 

All fine arts to be purchased for the White House must meet the standards 
of a carefully considered approach. 

Some years ago a study of the permanent fine arts in the collection was pre- 
pared and articles were evaluated for aesthetic and historical quality by a team 
of professional art historians. The experts, who provided the plan as well as 
provide ongoing consultation, include curators, historians and conservators at 
the Smithsonian Institution, the National Museum of American Art, the Na- 
tional Portrait Gallery and other institutions. 


Inquiries 

Should you require further information on how you can support the Fund’s 
efforts, please write or call the White House Preservation Fund, 740 Jackson 
Place, N.W., Lafayette Park, Washington, D.C. 20006 (202) 789-1145. 


The joint and unanimous resolution of the 96th Congress of the United States of America 
endorsing the mission and purpose of the White House Preservation Fund. 


H. J. Res. 462 


Rinety-sixth Congress of the Wnited States of America 


AT THE FIRST SESSION 


Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the fifteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-nine 


Joint Resolution 


Expressing the sense of Congress concerning the White House Preservation Fund. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the White House 
Preservation Fund, a private nonprofit organization having for its 
primary purpose assisting in the preservation and enhancement of 
the historic and museum character of the White House and the 
cultural and historic traditions which the White House represents, is 
deserving of the encouragement and support of the American people 
in its nonpartisan program to raise an endowment to assure a 
permanent collection of, and perpetual care for, furniture, paintings, 
decorative art, and representative craftsmanship at the highest 
quality and of the most historical significance. 


Ch 7 om d, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


approven NESE Lune 


President of the Senate, 
NEC 29 1979 
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Lighthouse clock made by Simon Willard and Sons, Roxbury, 

Massachusetts, c. 1825. Mahogany and brass; height 29 

inches. Willard patented the Eddystone Lighthouse Alarm 

Timepiece in 1822, but this example was probably made about 

the time Lafayette made his triumphal return to the United 

States in 1824 and 1825, to judge by the commemorative sul- 
hide ait of the French soldier and statesman on the 
ase. The clock is now in the Library. 
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